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SOVIET CAPABILITIES FOR ATTACK ON THE US
THROUGH MID-1955

THE PROBLEM

To estimate the capabilities of the USSR to attack the continental US by open or

clandestine means, through mid-1955.

SCOPE

This estimate is concerned solely with Soviet
gross capabilities for attack on the continental
Us during the period mid-1953 to mid-1955.
It does not attempt o assess whether the
USSR intends to attack the US during that
period or what courses of action the USSH
would adopt before, along with, or after such
an attack. Furthermore, the paper estimates

Soviet gross capabilities for attack on the US
without reference to any commitments of
military forces which the USSR might make
elsewhere and without reference to any ad-
vantages which the TS5R might gain for an
attack on the US by previously cccupying
territory that is not now within the Soviet
Bloe.

PART |

SOVIET GROSS CAPABILITIES

SOVIET MASS DESTRUCTION WEAPONS

Atomic Weapons

1. General: The Soviet atomic energy pro-
gram has been given and almost certainiy
during the period of this estimate will con-
tinue o receive, one of the highest priorities
in the allocation of resources available to the
USSR. The emphasis of the program con-
tinues to be on weapon development with the
objective of reducing the relative advantage
which the TS has in atomic weapons develop-
ment, production, or stockpiles. The USSR
has made substantial progress toward this ob-
jective, The development of new sites indi-
cates that its atomic energy program is con-
tinuing to expand. By mid-1952 the USSR
had established a substantial plutonium pro-

duction capacity, and a major increase in
plutonium production probably became effec-
tive during the latter part of 1952, The USSH
has achieved the production of weapon grade
uranium-235. Uranium reserves available to
the USSR appear to be sufficient to support a
large program, but the rate of exploitation of
these reserves will depend on the balance de-
cided upon between atomic energy and other
Soviet  activilies, In fission weapons the
USSR has reached the point in technology at
which the types of weapons stockpiled ecan be
dictated by milifary requirements rather than
by technical limitations.

2. Atomic Weapomns Stockpiles: While esti-
males of Soviet plutonium production during
the period up to mid-1955 are considered rea-
sonably firm, a relatively larpe uncertainty
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