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SOVIET BLOC CAPABILITIES THROUGH 1957

THE FROBLEM

To analyze the principal factors affecting Soviet Bloc capabilities and to estimate
the probable development of those capabilities, through 1957,

ASSUMPTION

That there will not be general war within the period of this estimate.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Developments within the USSR result-
ing from the change in leadership may
ultimately affect Soviet Bloc capabilities,

but so far the economic and military bases
of Soviet power are believed not to have

been affected by Stalin’s death. This
estimate, therefore, is based on the trends
within the Soviet Bloc sinee 1945, and
does not attempt to estimate whether, or
to what extent, these trends may be af-
fected by changes within the ruling
group.'

*The Special Assistant, Intelligence, Department
of State, the Asslstant Chlef of Stall, G-2, Intel-
ligence, Department of the Army, and the Deputy
Director for Intelllgence, The Joint Staff, belleve
that thls sentence should be replaced with the
following:

It Iy impossible as yet to estimate with confi-
dence wheiher oF not a prolonged strugele for
power amoug the new leaders will develop dur-
ing the period 1953-1957. We belleve, however,
that if such a struggle for power should develop,
it would be confined to the higher echelons of
the Soviet Communist Party and Government
and would probably not precipitete open canfilet
within or between the armed forces and security
police, or Involve the Soviet popdlation. We as.
Hmate, therelore, that the stabllity of the rogime
In the USER Is unlikely to be jeopardized by dif-
feretices that may develop among the Soviet
leaders.

2. The rate of growth of the Soviet econ-
omy will almost certainly remain higher
than that of the US or any other major
Western state. However, the output of
the USSR will remain much lower than
that of the US, and the output of the en-
tire Bloc will remain much lower than
that of the NATO states.

3. Bloe scientific and technical capabili-
ties will continue to increase throughout
the period of this estimatae. However, the
scientific assets (the number and quality
of trained personnel, facilities, equip-
ment, and financial support) of the US
will remain greater than those of the
USSR, and the assets of the West as a
whole will remain far greater than those
of the Bloc,

4. By mid-1957, the USSR may have a
stockpile of from 335 to 1,000 atomic
weapons (30-100 kiloton yield).! We

weapons are being developed by the

'The estimates beyond mid-1555 are lentative
projections of the estirnates for the earller Years,
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