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SOVIET DEPENDENCE ON SPACE SYSTEMS'

SUMMARY

This memorandum examines the missions of the most important So-
viet space systems. It identifies the tasks those missions support,
assesses the USSR's dependence on those systems, and assesses the deg-
radation of Soviet capabilities if the system were not available. Also
examined are the Soviets defense of their space systems and the pros-
pects for their interfering with those of the US.

The USSR's space effort is directed toward three broad applications:
those having scientific and national prestige value, those relating to
economic activity, and those supporting military and intelligence op-
erations. The latter comprise the great bulk of the effort and this memo-
randum assesses the degree of Soviet dependence on them.

Three out of four Soviet satellites in the past several years have
been associated with military and intelligence activities. They per-
form a variety of missions in the areas of intelligence collection, com-
munications relay, navigation, weather, geodesy, and radar calibra-
tion. In addition, the Soviets have developed a satellite interceptor

| This memarandum was endertaken in sesponse lo a reqisest of the Mational Intelligenece
Offtcer or Strategic Programs. Agencics collsbarating in ite pecparation were the Central
Intellig AD . tha Del Intelligence Agency, the MNational Security Agency, the
Energy B b and Develapment Adminsstration, and the intelligence organizations of the
Department of Styte, the Army, the Navy, and the Alr Foree. It was drafted by ad hoc
interagency working group under the chalmanship n.lJ]l.'.'l'Lr\eu:r
tarate of Sclence and Techaslogy, Central Intelligence Agency.






























































































